
 

 St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission asked that all parish meetings 
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish 
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group reads 
the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s weekend 
readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on the readings. 
The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. You can use them 
or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, December 30, 2018  
Gospel Reading: Luke 2: 41-52 
Each year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the feast of Passover, and when he was 
twelve years old, they went according to festival custom.  After they had completed its days, 
as they were returning, the boy Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not 
know it.  Thinking that he was in the caravan, they journeyed for a day and looked for him 
among their relatives and acquaintances, but not finding him, they returned to Jerusalem to 
look for him.  After three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the 
teachers, listening to them and asking questions, and all who heard him were astounded at 
his understanding and his answers.  When his parents saw him, they were astonished, and 
his mother said to him, “Son, why have you done this to us? Your father and I have been 
looking for you with great anxiety.”  And he said them, “Why were you looking for me?  Did 
you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?”  But they did not understand what he 
said to them.  He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them: 
and his mother kept all these things in her heart.  And Jesus advanced in wisdom and age 
and favor before God and man.  
 
Questions to Ponder: 
In this week’s gospel Jesus, Mary and Joseph take a religious journey.  Jesus answers a 
call from God but neglects to let his parents in on his decision. Their concern, and I am sure 
anger, surprise him because he felt he had a job to do for God, his Father.  
 

1. Have you ever been lost?  Was your being lost on purpose?  How did you feel? How 
did your parents react? 

2. Did you ever feel God calling you to do something special?  How did you answer that 
call?  Did it make your life better? 

3. As a member of a “Holy Family” how strong a role does God play in your family? 
4. What kind of things do you think you could do to increase God’s interaction in your 

home? . 
 

End with the “Glory Be” 

“Glory be to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning is 
now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen” 


